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INTRODUCTION - 
THE ACT, THE FUND  
AND THE LEVY
 
The Building and Construction Industry Training Fund Act 
delivers significant benefits to Tasmania’s building industry 
and all Tasmanians.  

The Act was passed by the Tasmanian Parliament in 
December 1990 and began operation in 1991.  

The purpose of the Act is to improve the quantity and quality 
of training in the building and construction industry.  The 
Act requires a levy of 0.2 per cent be paid of the estimated 
value of building or construction work costing more than 
$20,000. This levy is paid into a fund that is administered by 
the Tasmanian Building and Construction Industry Training 
Board (TBCITB) to provide training.  This must be paid prior 
to commencement of work.  

Following changes to the Act in 2016, the TBCITB has four key 
roles within the building and construction industry. They are:

• To be the principal adviser to the Minister on workforce  
 development in the building and construction industry.

• To promote, advise on, review and evaluate training and  
 training pathways.

• To promote productivity, career opportunities and work  
 safety through training, workforce development   
 planning and pathways.

• To collect and equitably distribute the industry’s   
 building levy to provide access to employer-provided   
 and employment related training and to facilitate the   
 training of builders.

BENEFITS TO THE 
INDUSTRY
The Act enables the building and construction industry 
to make vital improvements in industry training, and a 
significant contribution to the future growth and stability  
of the industry.

The money collected through the levy is spent on training 
and training support programs identified by the TBCITB in 
consultation with industry.  

The TBCITB is an independent organisation that is committed 
to providing quality, relevant training to ensure a quality and 
quantity of training required by industry.  

There are many additional major benefits to the industry, 
including:

• Provision of assistance to overcome the shortages of   
 skilled persons that occur when industry downturns   
 result in cutbacks in training.

• The introduction of a more equitable way of funding   
 training through a levy applied across the whole   
 industry.

• Provision of regular, quality training outside the   
 apprenticeship system at a level which had not existed  
 previously.

• Improvement of the industry’s skills base, efficiency and  
 productivity.

• Provision of direct access for funding support programs  
 for employers.

• Provision of a strategic focus in the application of  
 the funds.



WHO PAYS THE LEVY?
The levy is paid by “project owners”, which means builders, 
including owner-builders, and construction contractors.  
Where there is a principal contractor, this contractor is 
responsible for paying the levy on the total amount of the 
contract.  The principal contractor may agree with sub-
contractors to recover from them a percentage of the levy 
payable.

 
WHAT IS BUILDING AND 
CONSTRUCTION WORK?
The definition of building and construction work under the 
Act is broad.  It includes the erection, extension, repair, 
resurfacing or alteration of buildings, structures, water and 
sewerage works, dams, roads, tunnels, piers, jetties, docks, 
silos, masts and demolition work.  See Appendix 1 for further 
details.

  WHEN DO I PAY THE LEVY?
For permit work the levy will be collected by the Council  
prior to approval. For notifiable work the Building Surveyor 
will need to sight a training levy payment receipt before 
authorising work  to start. For low risk work and all other 
work not requiring a Building Permit, the builder/project 
owner must  pay the levy directly to the TBCITB prior to 
commencement of work.

WHO DO I PAY THE LEVY TO?
For work that requires a Building Permit, the levy is payable  
to the relevant council. For low risk work, notifiable building 
work and all other work not requiring a Building Permit, the 
levy should be paid to the TBCITB. 

 
HOW DO I PAY THE LEVY?
For work requiring a Building Permit, the levy may be paid at 
all city and municipal councils in Tasmania.  

For all other works, payment is to be made direct to the 
TBCITB through the choice of a number of payment methods 
detailed on its web site (www.tbcitb.com.au).  

These levy payment options include payment by PAYPAL 
(secure credit card or funds transfer), payment by direct funds 
transfer or credit card payment over the telephone during 
business hours on 6223 7804.

HOW DO I CALCULATE THE 
LEVY?
The levy is 0.2 per cent of the estimated value of all building  
or construction work of more than $20,000.

As the Building Act requires a contract for works in excess  
of $20,000 the value will be the contact price. 

 



VARIATIONS AND 
ADJUSTMENTS
Project owners must notify the TBCITB if the actual value of 
the work exceeded the estimated value by $25,000 or more.   
In this case the excess levy must be paid.  

Where the estimated value exceeded the actual value by 
$25,000, the TBCITB will refund a proportion of the levy on 
application to the Board.  

 
CONCLUSION
The Building and Construction Industry Fund and Levy 
creates a unique opportunity to improve and develop 
industry training.

The positive effects for both employers and employees are 
considerable.



APPENDIX 1
Schedule 2 –  
Building or Construction Work to Which This Act 
Applies
(1) In this schedule – 

 “building” includes – 

(a) part of a building; and

(b) a temporary building; and

(c) a moveable building;

“structure” includes – 

(a) a tank or other structure associated with the catchment,  
 collection,  storage or supply of water; and

(b) a plant, drain, facility, system, equipment or structure   
 associated with the drainage or treatment of   
 sewage, effluence or stormwater; and

(c) a bridge, viaduct, aqueduct or tunnel; and

(d) a chimney stack or cooling tower; and

(e) an aerial or mast associated with the transmission or   
 reception of radio, television or communications; and

(f) an aerial or mast associated with the absorption or   
 reflection of lightening; and

(g) a mast or tower associated with the transmission of   
 electricity; and

(h) a silo; and

(i) a dock, jetty, pier, terminal, wharf, boat ramp or mooring;  
 and

(j) a pipeline including a pipeline placed in the ground; and

(k) a structure, plant or facility associated with the   
 production, storage, conveyance  or distribution of oil,   
 gas, coal or other minerals; and

(l) a fence.

(2) Building or construction work on a site includes the   
 following work for that site:

(a) the construction, erection, alteration, repair, renovation,  
 demolition or removal of a building or structure;

(b) the construction, alteration or repair of a road, street,   
 parking area, footpath, thoroughfare for pedestrians or  
 vehicles, kerbing, guttering, roundabout, median strip,   
 road barrier or other similar road works;

 
 
 
 
 

(c) the construction, alteration, repair, demolition or removal  
 of – 

(i) a railway, bus area or tramway, or a structure,   
 signal or platform that is connected with a railway, bus   
 area or tramway; or

(ii) a harbour, breakwater, retaining wall or marina; or

(iii) a dam, weir, reservoir or other embankment or structure  
 for the catchment, collection, storage, diversion or   
 control of water;

(d) the construction, alteration, repair or removal of an   
 aircraft runway or a landing pad;

(e) the performance of excavation work;

(f) the laying of pipes and other prefabricated materials in  
 the ground;

(g) the construction, erection ,installation, alteration, repair,  
 demolition or removal of any system, or plan, associated  
 with the conveyance, collection, storage, treatment or   
 distribution of water or gas;

(h) electrical or mechanical service work including work that  
 is related to the construction, erection, installation,   
 alteration, repair, servicing or dismantling of a plant, plant  
 facility or equipment;

(i) the construction, erection, installation, alteration, repair,  
 renovation, demolition or removal of – 

(i) a lift or escalator; or

(ii) an airconditioning, ventilation or refrigeration system or  
 equipment;

(j) the construction, repair, alteration or removal of a playing  
 field, golf course, racecourse, stadium, swimming pool or  
 other sporting or recreational facility;

(k) landscaping or the construction, alteration, or removal of  
 a park or garden;

(l) the removal of asbestos from a building or from any   
 machinery, plant or equipment located in or   
 on a building;

(m) the alteration of the surface of works referred to in   
 paragraph (a), (b), (c) or (d) by painting,    
 rendering, tarring, marking or other form of   
 resurfacing;

(n) site preparation work, including pile driving, that is   
 preliminary work to the performance of any work in the  
 above paragraphs;

(o) other work prescribed as being building or construction  
 work for the purpose of this Act.

 
 
 
 



(3) Building or construction work does not include any of the  
 following work:

(a) if the principal business activity of a person or employee  
 is not building or construction work, maintenance or   
 repair work carried out – 

(i) by that person for his or her own benefit; or

(ii) by that employee for the benefit of his or her employer;

(b) the construction, alteration, repair, demolition or removal  
 of a fence that is on, or forms part of the boundary of,   
 agricultural land;

(c) work directly associated with the care, conservation or   
 rehabilitation of agricultural land or of land that has been  
 agricultural land;

(d) work that involves the planting, removal or maintenance  
 of any plant or other living thing;

(e) other work prescribed as not being building or   
 construction work for  the purpose of this Act.



FURTHER INFORMATION
Further information may be obtained from :

Tasmanian Building and Construction Industry 
Training Board
PO Box 105
SANDY BAY  TAS  7006

Telephone: 6223 7804
Email: email@tbcitb.com.au
Internet: www.tbcitb.com.au


